NAVARRE’S NAME AND INTERESTING FACTS

James Duncan, founder of the city of Massillon, a shrewd and capable business man and being connected with the Massillon Rolling Mill Company, a wealthy institution, just five miles to the north, came down here and looked over the situation.  He came to the conclusion that the ground vacant between Bethlehem and Rochester was the most promising for the location of a town here along the Ohio Canal, having better approaches to the canal and the lay of the land offering a better business and residence opportunity.  So in March 1834 Duncan laid out his vacant land into lots.  His charming wife, Eliza, asked for the privilege of bestowing a name on the new town.  Being a lover of French history, she named it Navarre in honor of King Henry of Navarre, later, Henry IV of France.  Previously James Duncan had laid out a town five miles to the north in 1826.  His wife Eliza named it Massillon after the famous Court Preacher to Louis XIV – Jean Baptiste Massillon.  

Navarre in honor of King Henry of Navarre, later, Henry IV of France

The incorporation was granted by the Stark County Commissioners in September 1871, and in April 1872, the first municipal election of the incorporated village of Navarre was held.

· 1903 First electric lights
· 1912 first water works
· 1929 Natural gas lines laid
· 1936 completed sewerage system 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Population of the Village in 1956 was about 2000

